
Steuben County Industrial Development Agency 
Board of Director’s Meeting Minutes 

January 23, 2025 
 
 

I. Call To Order: The Regular Meeting of the Steuben County Industrial Development 
Agency (IDA) was called to order at 12:01 pm by Chairman Strobel, who confirmed that 
there was a quorum present. 

 
Present: Dean Strobel   Chairman 

Kelly Fitzpatrick  Vice Chair  
Mike Davidson  Secretary 
Tony Russo   Treasurer 
Mark Alger   Member 
Sarah Creath   Member 
Michelle Caulfield  Member 
James Johnson  Executive Director 
Jill Staats   Deputy Director 
Matt Bull Director of Community & Infrastructure 

Development 
Kelly Hortman Administrative Assistant 
Russell Gaenzle  IDA Counsel – Harris Beach Murtha 

 
Guests: Kam Keeley   Three Rivers Development  
  Tina DeNigro   LGSS 
  Kristie Beach   Kristie M. Beach CPAs, PLLC 
  Brian Corrigan   Invenergy (Canisteo Wind) 
  Bill Caruthers   Oriden (Clear View Solar) 
  Kevin Sheen    Terra-Gen (Prattsburgh Wind) 

Hanna Halkias South Jersey Industries (Lismore Project) 
Brenda O’Brien South Jersey Industries (Lismore Project) 
Tom Cosentino  South Jersey Industries (Lismore Project) 
Craig Hrinkevich  D.A. Davidson & Co. (Lismore Project) 

   
 
II. Secretary’s Report: A motion to approve the December 12, 2024, meeting minutes of 

the IDA as presented in the board packet was made by Alger and seconded by Caulfield.  

All voted in favor and the motion passed. 

III. Audit Presentation: Kristie Beach of Kristie M. Beach CPAs, PLLC reviewed the financial 
audit plan and explained members’ roles in the process. Statements will be completed 
by the end of March. 

 
 



IV. Treasurer’s Report: Russo reviewed the December 2024 financials and provided a year-
end overview to the board. A motion to approve the financial statements as presented 
was made by Davidson and seconded by Alger. All voted in favor and the motion passed.  

 
V. New Business: 

a) Committee Appointments – Johnson advised members of their committee 
assignments as listed in the board packet. 

b) 2025 Meeting Dates – Johnson reminded members of the 2025 meeting dates as 
listed in the board packet. 

c) Financial Disclosure and Other Forms – Johnson advised members they need to 
complete several due diligence forms and return them as directed on the forms. 

d) Harris Beach Murtha Engagement Letter - Johnson provided an overview of the 
state reporting process with the system known as PARIS. Reporting to PARIS 
must be completed by the end of March. The engagement is the same as last 
year at the same rate and meets the agency’s procurement policy.  Alger made a 
motion to approve the contract with Harris Beach Murtha for PARIS reporting, 
and Fitzpatrick seconded the motion. All voted in favor and the motion passed. 

e) Clear View Solar – Staats reviewed the Clear View Solar project 
summary/application as presented in the board packet. Clear View Solar is 
developing a 20 MW solar facility on 120 acres of agricultural land in the Town of 
Cohocton. Due to the size, this is considered a utility-scale solar project with 
power being pushed into the grid and sold on the open market. Total investment 
is $38,990,000. Bill Caruthers from Oriden on behalf of the project sponsor 
presented an update and a timeline for the project. The project will result in an 
estimated $2.7 million local, private sector investment, create short term 
construction jobs, and induce local spending. A motion to accept the application 
was made by Davidson and seconded by Alger. All voted in favor and the motion 
passed.  

f) Prattsburgh Wind Application – Johnson reviewed the project 

summary/application as presented in the board packet. Prattsburgh Wind will 

consist of the construction and operation of 36 wind turbines and all ancillary 

generation and transmission facilities in the Towns of Avoca, Cohocton, Howard, 

Prattsburgh and Wheeler. Total project generation capacity will be 147 MW. 

Project investment is estimated at $593,709,000. Kevin Sheen from Terra-Gen 

provided an overview of the project and update regarding the time frame for 

construction–They expect to begin tree clearing in the fall of 2025 and complete 

the project in 2026.  

A motion to accept the application was made by Creath and seconded by Alger. 

All voted in favor and the motion passed.  

A motion to approve an Escrow Agreement to receive $50,000 from the 

company for professional services related to the project review was made by 

Davidson and seconded by Fitzpatrick. All voted in favor and the motion passed. 



It is a standard protocol for wind projects to have a separate cost benefit analysis 

performed since the current CBA tool will not accommodate projects of this size 

and scope.  Johnson presented a CBA proposal from the MRB Group who 

developed and maintains the Agency’s current calculator.  Because this will be a 

sole source contract it will meet the Agency’s procurement policy.  A motion was 

made to approve an engagement with MRB to perform the project cost benefit 

analysis for $10,000 t was made by Russo and seconded by Alger. All voted to 

approve the contract, and the motion passed.  

g) Arkport Biodigester Bond Request (Lismore Project)– Johnson reviewed the 
Lismore Project, a dairy RNG development project located at 8545 Route 70 in 
Dansville, NY, that will convert manure from 6,000 milking cows to pipeline 
quality renewable natural gas.  The project is seeking sales tax benefits and bond 
cap allocation to support a $60 million dollar capital expenditure for anaerobic 
digestion infrastructure and gas conditioning systems. Tom Cosentino from 
South Jersey Industries, the parent company of the project, also provided project 
details about the process of collecting renewable gases. It will take about 10 
months of engineering of the project and 18 months of construction. The project 
will be advancing the State renewable energy goals by removing methane from 
the dairy and replacing carbon based natural gas.  A motion was made to accept 
the application by Caulfield and seconded by Alger. All voted in favor and the 
motion passed.  

 
VI. Old Business: 

a) Assignment of NY Pulteney I –Staats provided background on the NY Pulteney I 
solar project, noting that the project owner asked for an extension of the sales 
tax benefit and a delay in PILOT start date in April 2023. That request was 
approved, however staff decided to require the project achieve 75% substantial 
completion by Dec. 31, 2024. Staats recently asked the project owner for an 
update on substantial completion, a copy of which was included in the board 
packet. While requesting the update, she learned that the project was sold twice 
since its inception. Per IDA loan documents, the sale and subsequent assignment 
of benefits need to be approved by the Board of Directors. A motion to approve 
the Authorizing Resolution was made by Creath and seconded by Alger. All voted 
in favor and the motion passed. 

b) Canisteo Wind Update – Brian Corrigan from Invenergy provided an update on 
the Canisteo Wind project. In 2025, the developer will submit compliance filings 
for permits to execute a Large Generator Interconnection Agreement with 
NYSEG and update road use agreements with the towns hosting wind facilities 
based on the updated layout. They are preparing to clear trees in November of 
2025.  In February they plan on approaching the IDA to seek updates to the 
PILOT Agreement to include the 15.3-mile transmission line that will 
interconnect Canisteo Wind Energy to the grid at the Bennett Substation in 
Hornell, NY.  



 
VII. Legislative Updates: - Johnson discussed recent legislative updates from Albany which 

are included in the board packet. 
VIII. .  
 
IX. Adjournment: Alger made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 1:13 pm, which was 

seconded by Fitzpatrick. All voted in favor and the motion passed. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Mike Davidson 
Secretary 
 


