
Steuben County Industrial Development Agency 
7234 Route 54N, P.O. Box 393, Bath, NY  14810 

 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting  

April 22, 2021 
 
 

Because of the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) Emergency and State and Federal bans 
on large meetings or gatherings and pursuant to Governor Andrew Cuomo’s Executive 
Order EO No. 202.79 allowing for the extension of public meetings to be held remotely 
until January 1, 2021, the Steuben County Industrial Development Agency (the 
“Agency”) held this Board meeting via electronic webinar instead of a public meeting 
open for the public to attend in person. 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER: The Regular Meeting of the Steuben County Industrial 

Development Agency (SCIDA) was called to order at 12:05 pm. by Chairman, 
Mark Alger. Chairman Alger confirmed that there was a quorum present via 
Zoom meeting.  

 
Present:  Mark Alger    Chairman 
   Scott VanEtten   Co-Chair 
Board  Tony Russo    Treasurer 

   Christine Sharkey   Member 
   Mike Davidson   Member 
 
Staff:  James Johnson   Executive Director 

Jill Staats    IDA Staff 
Keri Allison    IDA Staff 
Russ Gaenzle    SCIDA Counsel 
 

Other:  Jim Griffin    Hornell IDA 
   Kris Scornavacca   Next Era Energy 
   Robert Sweet   Empire State Development 
  

 
 

II. SECRETARY’S REPORT:   A motion to approve the March 25, 2021 
Steuben County Industrial Development Agency’s Regular Meeting minutes 
was made by Mike Davidson, seconded by Chris Sharkey.  All in favor.  
Approved. 
 

III. TREASURER’S REPORT:  
 

a. The February and March financial reports were presented to the Board by 
Tony Russo. 

i. A motion was made to approve the February financials by Scott 
VanEtten. Seconded by Chris Sharkey. All in favor. Approved. 

ii. A motion was made to approve the March financials by Mike 
Davidson. Seconded by Scott VanEtten. All in favor. Approved                                             



 
IV. NEW BUSINESS 

 
a. Blue Gill Farms Lease  

Jamie presented the updated lease agreement between the Agency and 
Blue Gill Farms for the vacant/farm land in the Industrial Park. The only 
change to the lease is a reduction in acreage resulting from the sale of a 
portion of the parcel to Finger Lakes Community Health. There was no 
action needed by the board.  
 

b. Railroad Contract Review 
Jamie discussed with the board that the Agency has entered into a 
contract for services with Back Bohne Business Support, LLC to conduct a 
full review of the existing agreement with B&H Railcorp in order to 
determine the best course of action in regard to the operating agreement 
that is in place with the railroad, specifically pertaining to the request for 
an additional ten-year extension which would extend the agreement with 
B&H through 2041. There was no action needed by the board, a full report 
will be presented in May. 
 
 
 

 
V. OLD BUSINESS 
 

a. Baron Winds, LLC 
Jamie presented to the board an updated final resolution for the Baron 
Wind project. The project was initially approved for the first phase only, but 
circumstantial changes have led to the necessity to approve an amended 
final resolution which would include items originally included in the Phase 
II portion of the project. The original application, CBA and public hearing 
anticipated the additional investment, so the only action needed was 
approval of the final resolution. At Jamie’s recommendation, there was a 
motion to approve the amended Final Resolution for the Baron Winds 
Project by Scott VanEtten. Seconded by Tony Russo. All in favor. 
Approved. 
 

b. Eight Point Wind, LLC 
Kris Scornovacca from NextEra Energy presented information to the 
Board regarding the Eight Point Wind Project. A copy of this presentation 
is attached to the minutes. No board action was necessary. 
 

VI. ESD Presentation 
Bob Sweet from Empire State Development presented information to the 
Board regarding the status of grant funding and other issues related to 
economic development pertinent to the activities of the Agency. No board 
action was necessary. 
 
 



 
VII. Executive Session – Public Officers Law, Article 7, Open Meeting Law 

Section 105, Paragraph f (personnel) 
A motion was made by Chris Sharkey to move to Executive Session, 
seconded by Tony Russo. All in favor. Approved. The Board entered 
Executive Session at 12:56 p.m. 
 
The Board took no action in Executive Session. Mike Davidson made a 
motion to reconvene the Agency meeting at 1:07 p.m., seconded by Scott 
VanEtten. All in favor. Approved. 

 
 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 With no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Chris Sharkey to 

adjourn the meeting at 1:08 p.m., seconded by Scott VanEtten.  All in favor.  
Approved. 

 
Meeting was adjourned at 1:08 p.m. 
 
      

Respectfully submitted, 
       
      Dean Strobel  
      Secretary 
 
 
 

A full video recording of the meeting can be found at: 
https://www.steubencountyida.com/docs/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/2021_04_22-

Steuben-County-IDA-Board-Meeting.mp4 
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